
Sunday, October 2, 2022 
Order of Worship 

 

 
Welcome/Announcements                   Pastor Tom 
 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
* Opening Hymn       “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”         UMH #64 
 
Opening Pastoral Prayer                            Pastor Tom 
 
Children’s Moment                    
 
Hymn of Praise                   “River of Glory”            Screens 
 
The Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts 
Offering Music              Kay Hight   
* Doxology                    UMH #94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia 
Praise God the source of all our gifts. Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                                  Pastor Tom 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Preparation         “Down To The River To Pray” 

 

Scripture Reading      Matthew 3:13-17, 28:16-20          Pastor Joe Gonzalez 
 

Service of Baptism & Communion 
 
* Closing Hymn                     “Tradin’ My Sorrows”        WS #3108 

 
* Benediction                                                        Pastor Tom 
 
 
 

 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK – October 2 

 

How do the physical aspects of baptism (for example, the water) 
help us to focus on the eternal meaning of the sacrament? 

 

 



Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  John 
tried to dissuade Jesus, saying “I should be baptized by you, yet you come to 
me!”  But Jesus replied, “Leave it this way for now.  We must do this to 
completely fulfill God’s justice.”  So John reluctantly agreed. 
 
Immediately after Jesus had been baptized and was coming up out of the 
water, the sky suddenly opened up and Jesus saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove and hovering over him.  With that, a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Own, my Beloved, on whom my favor rests.” 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 
The Eleven made their way to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
summoned them.  At the sight of the risen Christ, they fell down in homage, 
though some doubted what they were seeing.  Jesus came forward  and 
addressed them in these words: 
 
“All authority has been given me both in heaven and on earth; go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations.  Baptize them in the name of Abba 
God, and of the Only Begotten, and of the Holy Spirit.  Teach them to carry 
out everything I have commanded you.  And know that I am with you 
always, even until the end of the world.” 
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SERVICE OF BAPTISM 
 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 
reaffirm both your rejection of sin 
and your commitment to Christ? 
We do. 
 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include these persons 
now before you in your care? 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 
Christ.  We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to 
others.  We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way 
that leads to life. 
 

__________ 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: 
Eternal Creator, when nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters 
and brought forth light.  In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water.  
After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. 
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea.  
Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Tell of God's mercy each day. 
 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. 
He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 
He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection 
and to make disciples of all nations. 
Declare Christ’s works to the nations, his glory among all the people. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 
to wash away their sin and clothe them in righteousness throughout their lives, 
that, dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in his final victory. 
All praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns forever. Amen. 
 
Now it is our joy to welcome our new sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Through baptism, you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's new creation 
and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood.  We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you as members of the family of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 
 

GREETING 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
The risen Christ is with us.  Praise the Lord!  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

If we tell the true story of this table, we will tell a story of wrestling 
An old story of friends and adversaries gathered together in the midst of violence and 
uncertainty. 

 

A long story of wrestling with who gets to stand behind this table and who gets to 
gather around it. 
A revolutionary story of barrier-breaking hospitality and leadership through service. 

 

A troubling story of sacred things bought and sold, the Holy made accessible only to 
those who could pay. 
A sacred story of the staples of life, of ordinary food revealing the mystery of God so 
near to us that we can taste it, so much a part of us that we can be nourished by it. 

 

So, come to this table if you hunger to be fed in ways you cannot articulate.  You are 
welcome here. Come to this table if you need a new name and a new path. You are 
welcome here. Come to this table if you long to be reminded that we do not struggle 
alone.  You are welcome here. 
We are welcome here 
I am welcome here 

 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we have broken 
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and 
we have not heard the cry of the needy.  Forgive us, we pray. 
Today, God, we confess fumblings and failures in accomplishing unity, as we set aside 
yet another day to remind ourselves of this task. 
Give us eyes to recognize your reflection in the eyes of Christians everywhere.   
Give us a mind big enough to love your children everywhere. 
We thank you for setting a table with space big enough for all. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN! 

 
SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's 
love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, I am forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
     

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

In the midst of uncertain times, it is a good and right thing to remind ourselves not just 
of what could be but of what will be. 
We worship the God who created time, and whose promises stand firm forever. 
 

The Scriptures tell us that God’s eternal Kingdom will contain “a great crowd that no one 
could number. They [are] from every nation, tribe, people, and language.” (Revelation 
7:9, CEB) 
We worship the God who created every nation, tribe, people, and language out of 
love. And so, God’s promise of grace is offered to all. 
 

Following his death and resurrection, which we remember and celebrate through the 
practice of communion, and in his final words to us on earth, Jesus commissioned us to 
“go and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19, CEB) 
We worship the God who calls us from the sidelines and invites us into the work of the 
Kingdom. One of God’s blessings is the opportunity to join in the fulfilling of God’s 
promises. 
 

As we break the bread and drink from the cup today, remind us that we do not do so in 
isolation. We are part of a universal and diverse Church that crosses every line the 
world uses to divide us. 
We worship the God who is preparing for us a great heavenly banquet where one day 
we will all feast together. May our faith in God’s promises inspire us to build bridges in 
our community, our country, and across the world.  Amen. 
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