
Order of Worship for Sunday, December 7, 2025 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Welcome/Announcements                   Pastor Tom 
 
* Opening Hymn                     "Prepare the Way of the Lord”          UMH #207 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle                Jill & Jim Chandon   
 
Opening Prayer                                               Pastor Tom 
 
Children’s Moment          Gary Grundman & Chugi 
 
Hymn of Praise          “Some Children See Him”           WS #3065 
 
The Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts    
Offering Music            "English Advent Carol”   The Chancel Choir 
* Doxology                     Screens   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Prayers of the People and The Sung Lord’s Prayer (WS #3068)                      Pastor Tom 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Preparation            "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”         UMH #211 

 
Scripture Reading          Matthew 3:1-12        Dr. Nguessan Affi       
 
Message                        Signs and Times, Toda La Tiera Espera     Pastor Tom 
 

Communion 
Born to Be the Bread (choir) 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   UMH #218 
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming   UMH #216 

 
* Closing Hymn                "Toda la Tierra Espera El Salvador”         UMH #210 
 
* Benediction                                                        Pastor Tom 
 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK – December 7, 2025 
 

What are some ways you can actively cultivate peace in your life  
during this Advent season? 

 

 



Second Sunday of Advent – Candle Lighting Liturgy 

12/07/2025 

Readers:  Jim and Jill Chandon 
 

 

First Reader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a 

story, the story of Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of 

the poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We 

long for the day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the 

leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will feed 

together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 

 

All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing 

that true peace comes when we seek the flourishing of all 

God’s creation. 

 

Second Reader: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our 

commitment to bring Light to the places the world seeks to hide 

until that day when all creation lives together in harmony and 

abundance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matthew 3:1-12 - Dr. Nguessan Affi 
 
At this time John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea, 
proclaiming, "Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of 
heaven is about to break in upon you!"  It was John that the 
prophet Isaiah described when he said, 
"A herald's voice cries in the desert:  Prepare the way of our 
God, make straight the paths of God!'" 
 
John was clothed in a garment of camel's hair and wore a 
leather belt around his waist. Grasshoppers and wild honey 
were his food.  At that time, Jerusalem, all Judea, and the 
whole region around the Jordan were going out to him.  John 
baptized them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 
 
When he saw that many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were 
coming to be baptized, John said to them, "You pack of snakes!  
Who told you to flee from the coming wrath?  Give some 
evidence that you mean to reform!  And don't pride yourselves 
on the claim, 'Sarah and Abraham are our parents.' I tell you, 
God can raise children for Sarah and Abraham from these very 
stones! 
 
"Even now the ax is laid to the root of the tree. Every tree that 
is not fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  I will 
baptize you in water if you have a change of heart, but the One 
who will follow me is more powerful than I.  I'm not fit even to 
untie the sandals of the Coming One!  That One will baptize you 
in the Holy Spirit and fire, whose winnowing-fan will clear the 
threshing floor.  The grain will be gathered into the barn, but 
the chaff will be burned in unquenchable fire." 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 



 



 


